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STOP THE
LEYLAND

AT BRITISH Leyland there
is never a penny in the till
when it comes to discussing
better pay and conditions.
But in order to smooth the
way to getting rid of 2,774
jobs at Speke No.2 plant,
they have come up with
£30 million.

In order to avoid a fight
against the closure of the
plant, Leyland are offering
the Speke workers lavish
redundancy terms. The
deal promises two weeks’
pay for each year of emp-
loyment, on top of the stat-
utory redundancy  money,
plus help with removal
expenses, plus extra
money to make unemploy-
ment benefit up to full pay
for up to 18 months.

Workers who have been
at Speke a long time can get
up to £10,000.

Leyland’s aim is to cut
jobs. They are taking great
care to soften the first
blow, but if Speke is allow-
ed to close then Canley or
somewhere else will be
next. And the next plant to
be thireatened will be. terr-
ibly weakened if Speke
goes under without a fight.

But it need not be like
that. If the Speke workers,
at their mass meeting on
Friday 24th, decide to oc-
cupy the plant, then the
sup| will be there to
back them up. :

The British Leyland
senior shop stewards have
declared total opposition to
the closure and called on

plants to refuse work trans-
ferred from Speke. They
have suspended meetings
of the National Cars Coun-
cil, top tier of the Leyland
*worker participation”
structure.

Liverpool port shop stew-
ards’ chairman Denis Kelly
has said that the dockers
are ready to black Leyland
goods. Throughout the
I)owerful Merseyside
abour movement, there is
no doubt that a courageous
stand by the Speke workers
would rally massive
support.

Leyland bosses are trying
to bribe the workers at the
Canley plant, offering them
the work on the TR7 trans-
ferred from Speke. But,
given a lead, the Canley
workers can remember how
their jobs were saved by
Solihull workers refusing to
accept the transfer of
Dolomite production from
Canley; and they can do for

Speke what Solihull did for

them. .
Throughout Leyland, an

occupation at Speke could

begin a concerted fight-

back against the bosses’

iob-slasrning plans. Indust-
rial action across the comp-
any could not only stop the
closure but enforce worker-
controlled work schedules,
based on work sharing with

no loss of pay, so that work
hours are cut, not jobs.
Speke shows up all the

bosses’ lies about Leyland.

INSIGE: TWO PAGES ON
THE LEYLAND FIGHTBACK

+Too many strikes, they
say. But Speke’s current
strike — provoked by man-
agement unilaterally break-
ing agreements on mann-
ing levels — is the first one
there for five years.

So they fall back on say-
ing Speke’s problem is
absenteeism, not strikes.

But it seems that the
state of the market for the
TR7 is such. that Leyland
have actually saved money
from it not being produced
during the strike. If there
were less absenteeism - at
Speke, the workers would
just work themselves out of
a job quicker!

Too much . taxpayers’
money poured into Ley-

~ land, say the bosses, on the

way to the bank with their
large salary cheques paid
for by taxpayers’ money.
But-apart from the profits

i owned

component firms, and apart

from the £60 million Ley-
land pays out each year in
interest on the purchase of
BL from the old parasites,
the cost of tive Speke clos-
ure and the transfer to

continued on page 3

IRELAND:
Get the

Ig-time
killers out!

SIX YEARS ago the British
Army eold-blo#edly shot down
13 civilians on a civil rights de-
monstration in Derry. Last Fri-
day, 17th, 12 people were kill-
ed when .he Provisional IRA
bombed the La Mon House re-
staurant in Co. Down. :

After the Derry massacre the
British government issued a
white-wash report in the name
of Lord Widgery. No proceed-
ings were taken against the
soldiers responsible for the
killings.

After 15 people were killed
in the bombing of McGurk’s bar
in Belfast, in December 1971,
the RUC and British Army
blamed it on the IRA. Only six
years later was a Unionist right-
winger arrested and charged.

After .the La Mon House
atrocity, the Provisionals issued
a statement: c

““The IRA admits responsibil-
ity for the bombing operation at
La Mon House in which 12 in-
nocent people died. There is

nothing we can offer in mitigat-

" . established ‘that  a nine-

minute warning was given to the
RUC. This has proved totally in-
adequate givern the disastrous
consequences.

“We accept condemnation
and criticism from only two
sources: from the relatives and
friends of those who were accid-
entally killed and from our
supporters who have rightly and
severely criticised us.

“Abroad and at home the
British Government has had a
field day with its unchallenged
version of events in that peace
lies in the destruction-of Irish
Republicanism.

“All killings and tragedies
stem from British interference
and the denial of Irish sover-

eignty. The IRA will continue to
resist the British with all the
might that we can muster”’.

It is up to the Provisionals in
particular and Irish republicans

“in general to deal with those re-

sponsible for the bombing.

ere are, and must be, differ-
ent moral standards on the side
of those fighting for Ireland’s
national liberation from those
that British imperialism has
made do with for centuries of
colonial wars. .

But the ultimate responsibil-
ity for the deaths and suffering
at La Mon House rests with the
British state and its continued
grip on Ireland.

' The movement of the Catholic
community in Northern Ireland
started out as a peaceful move-
ment. They took up guns when
the Orange state forces and the
British Army, seeing that the
civil- rights agitation would
threaten Partition and the exist-
ence of the artificial Northern
Ireland statelet, met them with
armed repression.

by

‘maintained by armed force.

Atrocities are nearly insepar-
able from national wars —
especially when, as too often
with the Provisionals, military
strategy is allowed to substitute
for political strategy.

Workers’ Action has consist-
ently expressed our solidarity
with the Republicans and Social-
ists fighting to break Britain’s
grip on Ireland and end Partit-
jon. With all the more energy,
we condemn the bombing at

the La Mon House restaurant.

We repeat our call for the
immediate withdrawal of Brit-
ish troops and self-determinat-
ion for the Irish people, as the
only steps that can bring peace
to Ireland.

POWELL
STEPS UP

RACIST
HYSTERIA

MERLYN REES says immigration controls are
as tight as they can go. Margaret Thatcher

says they should be tighter. :
—_____Enoch Powell says immigration controls are

not enough. Black people living in Britain must
be ‘repatriated’ — that is, deported. And then
the fascists say: we can’t wait for the politic-
ians to deport black pecple, we must drive

them out now.

Each racist stands on the others’ shoulders.
Each move by Labour Ministers to conciliate
the racisis allows Thatcher and Powell to step
up their racism. Each new hate-filled outburst
from Powell emboldens the racist street thugs.

We have to stop this racist drift now, by
fighting in the labour movement for a camp-
aign to end all immigration controls now!
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THE PEOPLE of Sowsto de-
fied the South African govern-

ment against last weekend,

an simost total b ,_z|t-f
ol

sctions tora town councll..
Virtually all the organisat-

lons of the biack community ~

In Soweto have been banned,
and its main leaders detain-
ed, Including all the members
of the former ‘Committee of
Ten’. The Government called
elections for a Community
Council.

In 19 out of 30 wards there
were no candidates.  In 8,
candidates were elected un-

opposed. In two wards there

was a contest, and onl? 5 to
8% of - registered electors
voted. Less than half the pot-
ential electors are registered

. anlvuy.,- o
" Less than 500 people voted

altogether, in a city of one
mitlon.. - .

The Government has de-
' ouncifiors’ .
letted ‘to be th

e
=

- WORKERS 'AND. employers
- have returned to work after:-a:

two-week general strike in
Nicaragua. - .
" _The strike was sparked off
by the brutal murder ‘of Dr

~ Pedro Joaquin .. Chamorro, :
editor .of La. Prensa, the
country’s - only opposition.

_ newspaper, -and leader of

" UDEL (the Democratic Liber-

" ation:Union). He was the likel-

" jest successar. ta the: country’s’

. dictator, .~ Anastosio '~ Somoza
[, Portacerrero, in.the free pre-
sidential  elections ~ promis-
ed for 1981, :
Silvio Pena Rivas has con-
“ fessed to- having been paid to
' assassinate -~ Chamorro . by
Pedro Ramas. Ramas runs the
Somoza-owned - firm Plasma-
feresis, in- Managua, which.
" buys-the blood of poor Nicar-
aguans to sell ta North Amer-,

.. jcaand Western Europe.

- immediately. after the news
‘of Chamorro’s murder, about

. 30,000 ‘peopie ‘demanstrated-.

in. the streets of Managua

. (the capital), shouting ‘Death

" to Somoza'. During: Cham-

orro's ~funeral, about. 50,000 . -

marched through the streets,
shouting siogans against Som-

" to the Plasmaferesis building

ETHIOPIA, untli- recently on
the brink of being dismembsr-
ed, has’ now faunched major
attacks against: the Eritrean
nationalists In the North and

the Somalisin the East.

MR JACK LYNCH, prime min-
ister of the Twenty-Six counties
of Ireland, has once again calied
_on_Britain to  recognise that a
united  Ireland is an indispens-
able part of any solution to the
problems facing the two commun-

ities of the Six Counties which-

currently remain part of the U.K.
~In a speech to the recent Ard
Fheis (conference) of the Fianna

F4il partyin Dublin last week,

Mr_Lynch catled on the British

Government to state publicly its -
- interest '‘in the unity-of Ireland by.

-agreement, in independence,
and in'a harmohious relationship
between the two islands’’.

Mr Lynch also told his party

conference that he is planning to

set up a study group to investig-
ate all aspects of the relations be-
irish ~ statelets.

matters -as civil rights, financia!
and constitutional aspects, and
the possibility of a federal relat-
ionship between the Six Counties
and the Twenty-Six. The group’s
conclusions might form the basis
of a subsequent white paper.

In the -period betore Partition,
the Irish people showed — includ-
ing ‘through parliamentary elect-
jons — that an overwhelming maj-
ority wanted-the independence of

. Ireland. British..imperialismand_
Qrange capitalist allies- re-.

ity

7 fused 10 m,cvﬂnixsetathe walidity:-of
at|

-this demaocr

¢ expression of the

Page’2 -

people’s will.

- Instead they plotted the part-
ition of the country, carving out
a section in which Unionists
were in .a majority as-a basis
for a continued British-presence in .
ireland.” :

The Green bourgeoisie has al-

ways accepted this artition .in
practice, but Fianna Fdil has al-
ways formally-favoured a united

freland. There may be additional -

reasons _for Lynch stressing it
now. .

Mr Lynch mentioned the eco-
nomic problems facing the 26
Counties and the need .to create
jobs. There is no reason to believe
that his government has solved
these problems. Shoutd opposit:
ion to Fiahna Fail policies-develop

as a result, a natural way of head-

ing it off is to concentrate people’s
minds on -the national question
_inlreland:

With simifar _motives, 26

-gounty opposition leader Garret
- Fitzgerald recently made a dema-
*gogic call for “‘an end to British

involvement in trish affairs’’.
Messrs Lynch and -Fitzgerald

and. their - parties, however, are’

quite incapable-of ending British-

involvement in . Irish affairs. Mr- "

Lynch may throw. up his hands in’
_horror at the Provisignals, but his
own prescripfions,  like- power-
sharing, showno sign of being

oza, and demonstrators set fire.

foted Migs strafe. -
desert -and Sov-
‘ ing -~ the.

__--r8adily - adopted. - in - Beifast -or
- & Westminster - . o
: - CHRIS GRAY -

and other businesses thought

~ to be owned by Somoza.

National Guardsmen attack-

‘ ed the demonstrators with tear

gas and machine guns, killing' -
one. Two-days of demonstrat- -
lons followed.. Somoza- busi-

nesses’ were wrecked, -carg: -

were burnt, and damage was -
- gstimated at $7 milfion: - L
. The general'strike began on. -
- January 23rd, the inconciusive -
resuits of the-official ‘investig-.~ -
ation' ‘of Chamorro’'s -murder
became known. - T
" 90% “of ‘Nicaragus’s indust-
ry was brought to a halt. In:
Leon, . 'Nicaragus’s  second-:

Until: recently the Soviet
Unioh was closely. linked with
Somalia. ‘But Somalia turned
down. Moscow’s plan — for
.. which Castro-was the broker

Republic

&
‘Seg. Within weeks  th
began -a_ massive  alri
military supplies to Ethiopia. -
_1f the USSR’s plan had been
successful,
leap have become one of.the
Key controlling powers of the
‘entrance to the strategically

3 & -
Somali President Barre

' Carter menaces US miners

MINERS’ LEADERS in the Un-
ited States have rejected a new
management offer, and Presid-

ent Carter has threatened them'

with drastic action if the strike
: -'c‘loes‘not'end’soon,thmigh‘ coll-
ective bargaining. :
Carter could invoke-the Tafi-
Hartley Act, which gives him
the power to force the miners
back to work for up te 80 days
:while negotiations continue; or

‘he could order a governmeni

takeover of thepits.
. - The. Zhiners. have 'been on
. st7ike .-since Decemiber  6th,
when. thelr ‘three-year contract
1 . expired. They are living on gov-
ernment food stamps, since they
get no strike pay.
- . Armotd- Miller, - the  president
of the - United “Mineworkers’

B ,Union,!avdel the'

--demonstrationin Matagalpa:

by the Soviet Union and Cuba?.

i of creating & federation of -
he Horn of Africa -

it would in one .

largest town, doctors, lawyers
and dentists joined the strike.
There were daily demonstrat-.
ions, and one of 10,000 was

the biggest political gathering
" in the town’s history.

“The- National Guard ‘killed
at feast six people during &

The strikers’ main demand

~ was: the resignation ot Gen.. A
Somoza,-and:a fuller investig- -

ation of the.death of Chamorso: " -

_The ~Semoza: tamily hasg . . = Thi
‘ruled Nicaragua since 1936,
- ag- well"as .owning much. of
“ttve wealth of the country. -

Thefirst Somoza, as head of

{ - . o . | most :
: . R - cbrrupt of the Latin American
' ' - ' = ; . " countries. After - the: 2
‘ ' ' o ‘ o earthiquake there was whot

crucial Red Sea; potentially

it could control entrance from
_the Red Sea into-the Indian

Ocean.

", Somalia had been financ-
. lally. dependent on MoSCOW. it
turned to the West and the:
~‘more conservative *. Arab
tates, looking <to the latter

nst Ethigpla :

‘e, and . with the. su fu
~“liberation of Eritréa it would
.- lose its:sea ports. it also saw
- Somall claims -as threaten-
ing ‘the Independence ‘of Dji-
bouti, which forms the ter-
minal of Ethlopia’s main rail
line from the capital to the
- coast. ‘
. If 'Eritrea were to break
- away . from Ethiopia, this
would, in.the eyes of lsrael,
turn the Red Sea into an
‘Arab lake'. lsrael aiso has
considerable Investments to
protect in Eritrea. - Thus
|srael’s  commitment . to
" Ethiopia — -cut after 1974 —
has been’ Increased again,
despite the fact that Israel
thus finds itself on the same
side as the USSR and Cuba.

Ethiopia under the Dergue:
See Page Six. '

represented by the Bituminous
Coal Operators’ . ‘Association.
But this deal would have allow-
ed the coal owners to levy stiff
financial penalties of over £10

‘a_day on miners who joined -

unofficial strikes. or refused to

= —¢ress. unofficial picket lines. The

employers also, preposed a re:
&ltcglon in M&..po '
benefits. -~

executive council, The miners
-also ‘want the right to strike at

-~yough, teo. ‘Last -year sbout

- the ' National, Guard. i
19308, was respansibie for the

“supplying it with arms, and
. training, about 175 Natiohal -

.. against: Cuba was launch

of --the -. popul

iso for suppolrt in the battie - -

- al Liberation Front allied wi!

llld_’ ‘welfare -~

E

“‘murder: of *Cesar - Augusto..
Sandino, the guerrilla leader °
who freed Nicaragua from the -
American Marines. .~ ..
The Americans occupied the
country for a decade, and still -
exert enormous . Influence,
financing the National Guard,

‘Guard - officers. every . year.’
The 1961 Bay of Pigs invasion

_ ainst 11in the USA); only:

schoot,  and:"the :life:

ancy is. 46 years.

. Nlcaragua is also one of th
brutally -~ rufed.  af

sale ~embezzlement "of

" construction- funds. The
jonal Guard use mass
“tactics in -the. countryside
and have driven 80% of.
population out of some area
Recently the US-~ '
‘ment has criticised the
ity of the Nicar’a‘gdan N
Guard. Local businessmen’
{ *t 8

” ition grew stronger. Th

illas of the -Sarfdinist Nation
other groups, setting the ear
removal of the Somozas f
theit common objective.
Chamorro’s UDEL was_
in alliance with the guerrilias,
but it is supported by Conserv
- atives, Liberals, Staiinists;
and Soclal Democrats. Chame-
orro was especially a threat to
the Somozas because ol Nis
links with disaffected National
Guard officers. . . ... -
Now, after “the death- of -
- Chamorro, even the  secret«
ary of the Conservative Part
hazs sald that If Somoza
does not go peacefully, then
‘he wiil finally go through

violence. ’ WIOR
LINDA COLLINS-

.
¥

14,000 miners (or one in 17) .
suffered a disabling injury . at
work. In 1976 26 miners died in
an explosion In Kentucky.
;A strike for -union recognition
has been going on for 18 months -
at a mine owned by the .same -
company in another-pirt of -
Kentucky: =~ "~ - . R
“Troops have been used ag- -
ainst pickets -in the current * |
. strike; there has been violence .

i

i e e

and since Miller’s :

sell-out, he carries a gun -and !

employs a body-gaard. Gy

Meanwhile, on - February '

. 18th, Miller’s immedinte pre-
decessor, Tony Boyle,;;h‘gi_--hh o
.con .confirmed  for opder- -

weith hiswife




_an -occupation at Speke.
That is why they prepared .
the way for the closure by.
provoking a 16-week strike;
._and that is why their letter,
which -Speke workers rec-
eived ~on 16th February,
says the redundancy terms
will- beé conditional on ‘‘an

'corder"lYJ ‘transfer of TR7
‘assembly to the Midlands’’. .
The letter also mentions
e redundancy deal only in

bribe. - )
“ 7 In" any case, -even .in
‘money terms, the deal is no

~-the ‘majority at Speke —
whose chances of getting
ad) are not good.

‘be small print-and
:dealing .in the redundancy

terms, then there is nothing
you can do gnce you're on..
. Y A4S

~dole-and the 1
The-Leyland bosses hope

-that Friday’s mass-meeting
. will decide on a return to
- work — and
T work’ - will be ‘arranFing
. “the transfer of assembly to
"~ . .Canley. They even hope to

“close the plant’ earlier than

P

the  stawutory

.. wages:in lieu. :
- Leyland :trade - unionists

semn! . -must work out a battle plan -

"The Leyland bosses fear

tood for young workers —
e
h

_.another job on Merseyside
there 11.5% are unemp- -

‘~And.if there turns out to
double- .

then the

e

sponse. A meating of al
bridge shop stewards voted on 6
February

.. voted for the Edwardes
to oppose the jobs cutbacks.

Nothing daunted, the works
committee (made up of senior
stewards) put out a statement last

week saying they w
-agreem

R bridge the management
- have already announced figures
A Eon- . vl
: , d-upy ut the .
' :iatest ‘numbers “glven -afe. 1138 "
' _jobs t0 go in Body and Assembly,

~and 580 4n Power and Train:...- .. -
.. "The:werkers :whese: jobs -are- :

©for_de-manning.~The
stantly revised upw:

redunda

r ancy -notice,” squar-
ing .this -

- paying” full

to dash the bosses’ hopes.

B Occupy Speke — and
any other plants threatened
by closure. o
* I Animmediate emerg-

-ency national conference of

all Leyland "stewards, to.

- plan combine-wide indust-
vague- and general terms... IS ‘ ' » 2l & . :

That is an extra reason for - - « 9 c : ! Ls - :
-Speke workers to»refuse'the S ' o :

WHEN SAVING British Ley-
land Is the strategy, Import

controls are usually the first
practical proposal.

The idea is to keep out 'Jap;
American and other

anese,
toreign cars, and give Leyland
a secure home market.

| It ‘does ‘not make sense
. even In economic terms. Ley-

__land exports a large propertion

of its cars, and.-even produces
... many .of them everseas. .The-
- -TRT bullt at'Speke is designed:
°

- .port  controls: on: cars;
other countries,
Industries also face .av4
“times,  would follow  suit.
And Leyland would lose out.

“from - the US-owned firms:
Vauxhall, .cnryslor, Ford. No
- doubt the. Japanese car firms

oy

condemn_the Long-
bridge representatives who had
lan, and

il_accept de--
)‘as-iﬁfsvo in:
ne!

: 90-day”

~. "l Election

speciatiy - for - the “Amverican.
oo Britalwere to-impose im-

then:-

whose  car

. natural wast
- ies. The: ‘holding

trained for.
Th

rough w

pay. Cut hours, not jobs!

from” the
shop floor of an ‘account-
able, - recallable - combine

. committee which will co-

ordinate the fight. - .
B End - ‘participation”

_now. Demand the opening

of all Leyland’s = books, .
accounts and files, so that

axed will-be put into a ‘hotding
pool’, where they will be used as
sick retiefs or just left idle until

3 creates vacanc-

S pooi’ workers
will then be assigned to these vac-
ancies in order of seniority, with -
the - condition that they ‘should
only be assigned to. jobs: they are

is way — so management
says — the}iob cuts can be pushed
lrmu'tranyt Jedunda_nc- -

“-“There is"a lot ‘of hostility and.
“ bitterness on ‘the :shop floor ag-
ainst this-scheme, but as-yet-the
*. will e fight Is paralysed by a con-
sciousness of lack -of.leadership . .

fial action to enforge work- -
‘sharing -with no -loss of

workers ‘can inspect man- -

agement’s plans.

would try to open tactories in
Britain to get round the. im-
- port. controls.

Perhaps they .

would be banned from doing

_30; 80 much for import controls
solution to  un-

being a
employment!

There is a' more fundament-

al reason to: reject -import
controls. .The car

industry,

more than most, is an Inter- -

national industry. - A -dozen -
- multinational. ‘glants. compete. .

“furiously all across the capit-

atistworld. -

fo_l.npaﬂuy or its ‘own’ nationa
mausiy, ien e as eunvives

as lack of solidarity between
plants in the same company.

International workers’:cooper-
ation is the only answer to the
crisis of the car Industry. :

it car workers: ‘t_r\.;;s;il.—wuw; o
~weith: each group . of :workerg:® -~
Arylng" to ‘seve’ ‘Hs- ‘own’. .

Even In the home market - import controls can oniy heip-

it would still face competition - create. that sort of division. .

d crisis (see

e ﬁ’i‘a?wasme allt
- British Leyland was nationalised in‘order to bail g

The closure of Mini track 2 in the -
assembly shop a few weeks ago
showed that the works committee -

~isnot ﬂrqpared to lead any strugg-

leata
The workers on the track: took

industrial action against the- clos- ...

ure. They were forced to admit de- -

" feat — but then they were assign- -

ed to othér tracks in the same
shop, not to the holding pool.

Workers for the pool were chosen
" on the basis of ‘lastin, first out’
-across the shoo. W

“I" Other sections of the shop then

struck: But through all; this the
works committee . blandly stood
by, making no attempt to general-
ise the struggie. Management
finally got their- way.

: - "Now that'the Speke closure has
- dramatised the meaning of the

Edwardes plan, it i$ high time this

alsop4)
“sluggish union - leadership was
forced into action or replaced:

-~ At Rover Solihull stewards took '
a similar vote to reject the Ed-

" wardes plan, adding 3

cail for a

measting of all Rover greup’ sl::r ‘
- stowards  *'to - -consider. the.-eff-..

- atts-of Edwardes’ proposals and -

to draw up a pian to defend the -
interests of the members in

. Rover”. [There Is talk
scale. redundancles, .

of -large-
It Speke

closes, at the Rover plant in Car-
diff, where a large part of the pro-

duction. currently goes
for assembli

-to- Speke

At Sollhurl] it ,sh%and sspec- -

ially on the Rover 3

asssmbly,

thers Is 2 more militant mood than

at ng
figures
have yet been.

~bhers

b
rpund

rldg: no-définite
r the Edwardes jeb-cuts
: thers. Num-

-are tatked of.

'BRITISH LEYLAND is publicly owned, and it has worker-.

* participation in management. But when the Leyland

bosses decided to close Speke no.2 plant, they did not con-
sult the shop stewards, they did not consult Paﬂiameng,

. and they did not even consult the Cabinet. - . =~~~ -
. ' acted no differently

, Faced with a‘serious crisis, they:
- from private capitalists. Their answer was to take it-out on
the workers. And in a serious matter such as this, ‘they. .
he flummery of public control and-indust- .

dgm“acracw.; .
jvate shar deérs. Thro

| ioiialate
received £33,000 in dividen

Meéanwhile there was very
British Leyland_had fixed assets of £969 per employee,
compared to Ford UK’s £2709. So when world competition

h the1950s-and th

S.

little investment.

fn .1969

- in the motor industry became sharper, in the late '60s, BL

went on'therocks. -

BL workers came under attack — but the shareholders
were safe. The government.
although the shares had only been fetchin
before nationalisation was announced. To

paid them 10p

for every share,
6V4p the day
is day British

Leyland is paying out £5 million a month in interest charg-
es, according to former Leyland boss Alex Park.

- CONTROL

Nationalisation was not a way out of the mad.internat-

ional capitalist rat-race in the motor industry. It was just -

another way for the bosses to organise themselves for that
rat-race. And the workers’ participation scheme was just a
way for them to get the help of the full-time convenors and
the senior stewards, painted up to look good with a bit of

democra

For workers, the only answer is-a f

about minor matters. : , )
ight-for- werkers’ con-

trol- The first essential is full information about manage-

ment’s plans.

 Today, the Leyland bosses say they will close Speke
no.2 plant, and try to buy off the Canley workers with the
promise of having TR7 production transferred to. them.
Tomorrow, they-may be closing Canley and buying off

Solihull with the transfer of Dolomite production’ The only
way to stop these salami tactics is to open the books and
putan end to business secrecy. .
_ The participation committees just draw senior stewards
into management’s plans and protect business secrecy.
. Even the Ryder report, which set up the participation
scheme, had six secret chapters out of 15. They included
discussion. of the possible closure of four small Rover

plants in Birmingham.

Al wmtgrs"-'repregentafives:shou!&’be withdrawn fror
. _participation committeesnow! B

Having opened the compaﬁy.'s books ~ the Leggn

.. -workers.should: werk out their own work sc
-..on work-sharing with no loss of jobs or pay. W

_ , base
ith combin

- wide solidarity, and the willingness to seize the f~~*arie
. the Leyland workers can enforce this workers’ control.
 They should establish links with workers in the car com-
ponents firms (whose jobs are also threatened) and in the.
other giant car firms in Britain and internationally.
ainst the competitive rat -race for profits, they can
ity, based on the right to earn:

build working class solidar
one’s living. :
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FOR 20 years after World War
2, the car Industry boomed.
The boom was an example of
capitalist Irrationality, and so
is the slump which .Is now
coming in its wake.

Up to the 1960s the car fact-
ories pumped out cars to meet

a demand which was contin- -

ually boosted by advertising
and consumer-society ideology

On ‘the Detroit asssmbly
lines, world-centre: of the car

industry, it was impossible to L

survive. over the age of 40.
the cities, poliution mcreased
and pubHc transport stagnated

s or declined.

© Millions of pounds were
squandered: buiit-in obsoles-
cence, yearly model changes

with littie-or no improvement -

in safety; and costly advertis-

ing and . pmmotlon campaigns.

From the Iate '60s, the gen;
0

 SHOULDTHE

. erisis of 1973 hit the market
~ further.

But under capitalism this
slowdown could not lead to a
brake .on the expansion of car
production capacity, with a
slackening of the work-pace
and reduction of the working
week for car workers. On-the
.contrary.

Each car company drives its
workers to produce faster and
faster, so that-it can hold its
own in the sharper competit-

. lon! Instead of reducing the
work-week, they sack workers.

And capacny still has to be
increased!  As the Financial

-Times pointed out in 1972, the

“Japanese car makers “Toyota

and Nissan have grown so
rapidly that they- have been -

- -able to. introduce: a
-250,000-car-a-year.

LEFTTRYTO

SAVELEYLAND? il

A"or Mk:hnl Edwards had
presanted.  his < job-slashing
plan for Leyland on 1st Feb-
ruary, the Morning Star rep-
orted  cringingly: ‘‘No shop
stewards or staff representat-
Ives had any chance to consuit
on Its terms and to have voted
. against would have appeared
irresponsible.”’

in an editorial they felt they
could -voice some criticism:
““This is :not the kind of plan

.- which will give the company's

workers the. opportunity they
- 80 keenly desire to get stuck in .
andbuild the firm*".

- == Wien the Speke closuro was:

announced ON . Wednesday
“15th, - the Morning. Star_drew .
no cormec!lons between that .
.and,. the Edwardaes plan.. At
" aliowed itself to bé "irrespons-
- ible” -enough to dppose the
~Apsire, bl made no propos-

%m for-action: against. M ROT5 u
:. < -nef--foltowed the bourgeols..

‘1588 In.reporting | talk on Mer-
. dyside about the poaslbmty of
_ #n occupation at Speke..

The ~smments of the lead-
ing Leyland union representat-
ives, -among whom the Com-

munist Partyis weli represent-
ed, were confined to bleating
: -1ack -, of . consultation:;-

. ‘159“‘
- “The.changes in: xmﬂasophy
. 4inCe the- new management =

has. ‘been : introduced - ‘have -
.‘been tundamental ~No. immar
. dowehave t;he -open method-of
managemen&

And the solution?- According :

to Ieadlng CPer Derek Robin-
son, as quoted [n Mornlng Star
on 1st February, it is_'back to
the ~good “old managers’:

**There must be.a ‘top manage-
ment. committed to and iden-
tified with nationaiisation, sin-

cere in its efforts . to make k

worker participation a reality’’
Since the CP has tied itself

-to "saving British Leyland” in

the capitalist rat-race, ‘it can

. have no.better solution. ,
The revolutionary-ieft press, .

of course, firmly opposed the
Edwardes. pian. But Soclalist
MWerker, in its.issues of 11th

“and 48th February, had no-
'thingto say about how to fight
: except the geneni phraaos ‘

"united .campaign”, "grass-

“‘roots resistance” "etc. No

slogans, _no dommda,A no ..

proposala ¥ :
Meanwhile - the Soclalist

orker: builetin .at-the Long- -

bziﬂue works = ‘'was saying: .

“‘The Ryder report and all the

top economists have ' warned .

that the only way Leyland can
survive a the face of =™

- internationat competmon was
to invest massively and ex- -

pand production... immediate-
ly, we have to- demand that

*...Ahere is massive investment in .
order tosave jobsinLéyland.’’

- 8 \Which, at “the “end of the
L ~day; mns into the same dead-
end asthe CP. .

‘Soclalist’ CM&hngo and s«:-t‘

mm Press Inthe main put for-
ward  the same poficies as

~ general
. proposals. But they neg an im-

The . more

, 8, . competition-
sharpgns, the more each firm
-has to introduce new machin-

ery to keep up. And the more -

it "becomeg uneconomical to

produce non-luxury models

Workm Actlon: an end to
participation, open the books,

.work~sharmg with no loss of

pay.

Each of these papers was,
however, marred by its own
pet notions. Soclalist Press,
with a one-track mind focused
on individual plant struggles,

made a big thing of the fact -

that Edwardes’ *‘'decentralis-
ation’ ... turned out ' in real-
ity to be rigid centralisation’’
— and failed to say -a thing

‘about the need for combine-

wide. organlastloa aud solw-
arity, -

Further it siresud
need to fight for a nationalis-

-ed; planned, integrated metor
-and component industry, ‘with .
-@ programme ¢ of uaom public -

‘works...'"
Socialist mwm1mz
‘‘Leyland - . shop - stewards

.should bammc & Teat from

the book of Lucas Aerospace

* Combin®, which produced a -

workers’ . of alternative
production, for which their
menrtidfnrng and n'w could be
used.” )

We enﬂrely agree with ‘the
intenition. -of these

-portant question: who is going

. to'organise this workers® plan?
. Thus they appear either as a

confused way of camng for the

-~ rule -of .workers' councils, or
.Aas_ 'revolutionary. -ieft' vers-

lons of the "save Leyland”
line. ;

T4 .the 0

_ exceptin aumberasufhcnent to -,
' omies of

- motor

- greedy and’

" over by ong of the: g!m'u

car industry. -Work-sharing

on the Fiesta model. To sur-
vive in world competition;, you

" have to be- able to make that

‘sort of investment — and you
have ‘to be able ‘to produce
enough to. meet your max-
_imum_ estimated share of the

- maximum-likely future market ;
-or else you will lose customers

whlch will never be regained.
+get insanities lke.
uropean car -

e, then: provoke strikes .
joon - as they have large
gh stocks. New. factories

pened - in 1971, are closed
“down according to shifts in
“market.conditions.

" “: Fiet chairman Agnelli pre-

dicted long ago-that the world
industry would- soon
have room only for three Am-
-erican; four European and two,
Japanose firms. In that league
Leyland is just too small.

it also has other probiems.

“ During the 19508 and ‘60s
Leyland and British Motors in-
vested very little. This was not -
becayse Leyland and BMC.
-. sharehoiders were more
feckless

shareholders  in: other. car

companies, but begause they .

‘could make more money by
drawing their - profits out of
Leyland/BMC and investing

. aisewhere; especially abroad.

It means that Leyland has

" far, more outdated faatories -

than other car firms, and.-it

also ‘means that ‘Leyland in- |

herited a complacent and_in-
efficient management. The
workers: are expected to pay
for this.

that Laylmd morkm,—ww
necessarily worse off than.
if the tompany waere"

car firms.
Speka is only the begianing.
If the Leyland bosses succeed
there, another plant wili. be
next to ‘go. Leyland workers
can only defend themselves by
rejecting and. fighting against
the dictates of internation
capitalist’ compsmloa i fhe

under- workers’geontm angd.
with no.loss of ‘pay, -mu
imposed
combine.

) s
e Speke ‘no.2 -which onty

than. =~

bs
throughout : the

pAUL ADAMS and GO
the outlook for the: chsl
" of Phase 3.

THE weopunee by the
miners’ union of arex
' centive schemes and :the
. the 10% limit has left:
- slima cliances of the 10%:
belng smashed by hu

struggle.

‘The V,NUM, Execl‘lﬁ
sell-outs effectively. crip
the firemen and the tm
- -«drivers; and now the pe

. workers-are - the only im
" section which remainsiia

field against the Goveram

pay limits. . -
Yetthe stnke figures §

a powerful wave of revolt

The first half of 1977 ss
tremendous unofficial. st
wave. In January to July
last ‘seven months of %

Two) the rate of wed
days lost in - undfl

strikes was as high as

peak years of 1974 or 1!‘!

The trade  union bus

~_cracy tried to stem the:

“The rate of working days

through' official strikes:

even: lower ‘than in {1

But at  the trade :m
conferences in the sumnw

through re:so .
‘wage - con
aders

h;gher. ; Al
December, after
- Phase 2, it was as
S 1971 or 1974 Séps

of 1977 were
opposed to 43%

g
the working days lost »ﬁ!
this . area,
_ average for. 1970-6 of «
52% if the two big :
~ strikes -of 1972 and 1998
left out of the calculationds
By a combination of sl
. walling and carefully:.dis
..concessions, ‘the. Govem‘
: - trades

drivers, were all got bid
work without - cmchng:

the Govemrnent’




o L Lo _ tles against employers break- What political responses are
BN FOSTER open a discussionon ing the 10% rule. . ‘ﬂkelyhﬁehbonrmovemenl,
wtruggle affer the first six months ~In the General Electlon, ~ “after the genenl

IR . ;evolutxonary socmfllsts w:ll ‘eblqu?all h lb

; oWwin o . “have to campaign for a vote olitic e labour move-
& : h‘l‘he ect?m és sstlrlml pt%da‘ : for Labour. The longer they ‘ment has been faced with a~

4& . scﬁht ue xpectedut continue in office, the less  .dead-end since 1974. The tre-
tdy'» § o:‘;:: 2-3% ommcll'egelsse chance the Labour leaders  mendous industrial struggles
wlo “:'~‘!y£a|mf u ?mvestment - have of évading being brought of 1972-74 kicked out the
om’ u“;‘_lg;gm' 1977 and is to account by the labour _ Tories — and then the new
DR :vhas lll’t Tik 1; to rise further movement, Labour Govgmgrent set agout
o’y thoug © 5% wth in Yet there is no “doubt that ‘30',;%““‘:;% e Tories’ vl:or
- A lildyea:m; > 819 d Callaghan -and Healey, if © haver. ux;(m&: h e
' &01978 e is expecte re-elected, will c:fntmue on. %ﬁraarf(si w‘::’; twhgr zove r:rrlnenltn

: s ite the same cousse of trying to . i
TR Al R Sy Il
‘ e ‘th ng 00‘} b?m <f)u the first the cost of the capitalist cns1s " Tories back in. g
v e tate of job Joss for the firs . With another five years in - ° h b :

nt . time since 1973. By Septem- . - . There has not een a suffic

. \.bourgeoisie:

ber 1977%obs lost were once--

. again-level with labour taken
- ‘ony but in the metal industries
oo - the:

looseness of the 10% limit,
will spur workers on to fight

Against this  background,
there are three major prob-
lems - facing the

British .

i@‘ ' Auarm
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9 Sm-

. Unosnau STRIKES

18

office they will attempt a more

- energetic approach to ‘the

problems of British caplt—
alism. -

demagogy of Sir Keith Joseph

than present Labour Govern-

has been blithely storing up
wage problems for the future,
with the promises made to

+

~

JAN- 3
JULY J0LY

1974

1977

iently = strong - revolutionary
socialist alternative, and so

- there has been a political de-

the | k|| ben tamed? |

comémred with 14.2% in July

moralisation .in  the labour

number of workers
- employed had gone up abotit - The policiés of a new Tory ~ movemcnt With the bureau-
15%  Detween . September government would be dist- , %rats shift to the rlg}'llt rank &
= 1976 and September 1977. inctly right-wing, though they h:zieg;g:g: ;blgcotmee v‘:g:l):e‘? :
This - upturn, and the - would no more resemble the and not stronger.

The political weakness has
been shown most clearly by

for increases. The CBI already ment  policies  resemble the fact that the labour move-

- estimates that 15% of the 850 Wedgewood Benn’s phrase- ment has not yet mounted any _
. settlements - made . since mongering.” ’ major, concerted campaign
_ August 1977 are over 10%. The Labour Government over unemployment or .the

cuts.. .
Unemployment will . cont-
inue very high, and the prop-

ortxon of young unemployed is
rising. In July 1977, 48.8% of
the umemployed were under
29, and" 15.3% under 18, as

org :
- figures show ‘continuin

ind-
- ustrial strength and mﬂg
~ Trade union membership has
" in fact increased during -the
-, petiod - of . the Labour - Gov-
- -ernment. - )

This basxc class mxhtancy,
as it becomes more confident

*.and generalised, must event-

-. thé more

ually break through the polit-
ical stalemate. It will do so all
uickly if stimulated -

S IS A

i

_f-uA

by the political upheavals -in -

France and Italy which are
~ likely as the Communist

_ MONTHLY AVERAGE DAYSLOSTIN - Parties come closer and closer

STRIKES. Above the line: official strikes;
_ below, official. January-July 1977 showed a
ttemendous surge of strikes with an un-
precedentedly low proportion of official .
action {(see table below). -
* No figures are yet available for the division
af A ugust-Decem ber 1977 strikes into official

1971

come more quickly if Labour.
goes. into opposition, but it
will also be more easily chan-
nelled into left reformism.

[

\

B The Loyland teoimakers’ strike dealt heavy blows to the Labeur -
Government's: wage-freezing policy. But the miners’ union

OFFICIAL STRIKES

to government office; the pol- - .~
itical radicalisation will also

_'dropped their £135 demand despite lobbying [nbovo right] by and unofficial.
- mH tant miners uuppor!odby striking firemen ) ( » _ TASK
, 1_, The ‘‘crisis indust- -into disarray. Pubhc sector plus the goodwill of the trade Pomnugu of wom slost in : . )
—  cars, . steel, - ship- workers have slipped back  union leaders, so that it could - - strikes which wers offici The task of revolutionaries
"bmldmg — which are central  about 3% since 1975 comp- ~ deal generously with the 19720t 76.2% is to fight to link up the in-’
to-the British economy. From  .ared to.the private sector, and anomalies when introducing a 1973, i e 27.9% dustrial militancy with a work-"
the standpoint of capitalism,a - 3T€ slipping further every ‘“‘wages round’’ ' system; or 1974, 47.7 °/. ers’ answer to the crisis. -
drastic - fationalisation  and 'month ~ an iron. grip allowing it to run - - 1975 ........................... 19.1 °/¢ M Against the. Social Con--
restructunnglsneeded‘ S ‘Many workers stxll have ‘roughshod over trade “union - 76J"{"'1"97’7 --------------- 1237/" tract: Labour must break with
2. Britain’s position -in the overtime,. holiday and bonus ' resistance. . ., : Jan UY 1SH e fd the bankers and'the bosses! =
- economy... Now, -at . rates calculated. on basic On_alt thesc — M Against wage -controls: . -
hst., Britain i’ being P&y negetlated in 1974 or Labour -Government -is &t . the m the -Leyland for the independence of the: - .
into a slight economic - 1975. present markmgtxme untit the " workers  and the tanker - trade unions from the ‘staté;
rthe revival of world =~ 1O iron out the anomhes‘ General . :-;m . solidarity in wage struggles; a..
‘8 new.. world- . W°“ld either need an increase . precarious - "It will ' be difficalt for & Tory ~ fightfor wage ificreases to.fes

. -sharpening world competition.

— “uhilikely ‘0 be

ond 1979'— will

dxffﬁrenualﬁ B
pattems have been thrown 5

" in the total national wages
bill of .about 10%, or severe

- undoubtedly - want to -move
.. Britain oyer to a system more
.~ like 'Webt Germany, where

wages are. negotxated natnon-

~ally.in ,a.once-a-year “wages
‘But’ to :do. that a-
¥ govemment would either need.

a lot .of economic leeway.

. position, and'.the' dblems: of;
the devolution .. and darect

- the beurgeoisie is increasingly -
ready to see a new. perlod’ of =~

Tory rule.
The Labour Govemment

~ has centrolled. the workmg

£

class, but at the price of the -

- inconveniences for the bourg---
-eoisie- like the *Employment
.Protection Act and the penal-

Ty Government . to. -resolve these

links with the Ulster Unionists
. ‘andtrymg 1o construct a new.
Sxx County: executave, rather -

therefore mean stormy class ’

struggle.

: - store 19745 living standards
:pmblemsoﬂwrﬂun In s opklt -
mm- - ‘. B ENE

‘ -schemes_which make workets: . -
- ircspcm‘sxble for the mnmngof =

Agamst‘mport centmls"\f .

lus an-automatic increase of

. levelling-down ~ of - some.” . elections legislation, do-net - - £kforeach 1% rise m zhecost
sicnw om0 workers' wages.: - - - : -allow- them to do mythmg “With Thatchef’s speeohes Of livi S

le- Britain' can e else. ' ‘the Tories have ‘unleashed @ N A amstcapitailst ration- -

. -neither afford to pay its share N ' For four~ years “the Labour racist forces which they will  alisation and ynemployment: . -
--of the overhead costs- of GRIP Government has been the best’  be hard-pressed to control. . work-shatitig, uirtex Workers'
ationalising economic . possible government for ‘the It is not even excluded that ~ control, with no loss of pay;
" relations within the EEC, nor S .- bourgeoisie, Now, ‘however, they will break bipartisanship workers’ control of hiring and
" meet the pressures of ever- Bourgeoss strategists .-over-Ireland, renewing their ffﬂﬂﬁm of the ‘'organisation

- pamctpaétmn ~and -0

- international workmg class

solidarity.

oppoutlon to .

. 4
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-~ To-understand-this v )
" -t0 go-back twenty years.to the

e

crally ‘

" who. ref

. s;lewar now blazing inthe

‘the Horn of Africa arises -

....from three separate but -

interlocking developments:

 the class struggles within

Ethiopia, the national ,
struggles in the region, and

the international rivalries
“of the super-powers, of

Jsrael, and of the Arab

_states. -

Here PAUL ADAMS de-

scribes the background |

* {T.T5 ONE YEAR since Meng-

istu :Halle ‘Mariam finally -be-
came the undisputed leader of

the Dergue, the military junta

that has run Ethiopia since the.
fall of Emperor Haile Selassle.

* " During that year-there have
_been mass arrests, mass exec-

utions, and. open hostilities

g,uh neighbouring Somatia.

this we need

. ‘great famine -of 1958, in. that

‘year -over 100,000  psasants-

died in-Wello province alone.

": The political consequences of .
< this ass. starvation -became
—oclear - with - the . 'December

:Coup’ against Halle Selassie

) 188 eed - any
its warnings. Neverthatess the
regime's -need. -tg -develop
a more . modera _army,. police

- force - and state - bureaucracy
led it to increase- educational

opportunities.. And with -this
- came for the first time a real
- students’ movement.

* At'the.same time there was

an . upsurge -of -mnationalist.
consciousness among minofity -
‘the -_ “Ethiopian-

groups: -in (
Empire. - The Eritrean Liber-
ation Front was formed -in
1981, as was the West Somali
Liberation ‘Front. The sixties
was -a decade crowded -with
demonstrations, rallies apd
mobilisations against - feudal-
ism and national oppression.

Stuaents -. otten - took " the
lead, not only in-support. of
- their own demaocratic . de-
mands; but aiso for demands
like ‘Land tothe Tiller!. ,
_ The conditions in the coun-
tryside  were getting ~worse,
with heavy taxes on-the peas-
ants, the -introduction - of
money economy, and rampant
land speculation. in the late
'60s, peasant risings shook the
Selassie regime. When the
peasants of Gojjam revoited
their rebellion was put down
by some 900 imperial troops —
but this time Selassie feit

forced into making some
concessions. 5
-Throughout this period

drought ravaged the Ethiopian
countryside. But harsh land-
lords refused any easing up
on rent demands, and the
. state stil demanded its taxes.

The regime was now being ex-

posed-in all its inhomanity and
rottenness. Price speculation,
hoardina =and ~~---"otion were
rife.

Thus when the next drought
crisis struck in 1973, it was in-
evitabie that the social tens-
jions which had been building
up for over a decade would
expiode.

rd
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~ to  confront
. with a list'of 16 -afd .
an “ultimatum -that a gen3ral °
strike would be called. On-the =
, the. strike, 85300

CELU members, 25,000 ivil"
. ‘servants, and over 3,000 s(ud-

- same -month,
Cnordinating Cominittee, fore- -

.teachers, and - taxi-
drivers went on .strike. The
urban poor showed their anger
by blocking roads in the capit-
al and smashing cars and bus-

. ef. Within days the Second

Division, stationed at Asmara

in Eritrea, mutinied and took

over the town. .
The rebels demanded polit-

. -ical and military retorms. The

"..- foliwoing day a naval ‘mutiny
broke out-at Massawa and the

- mlr-force -at -Debre  Zelt - went
~evertotherebele. .

i etgite-Selassie tried to buy -

. ~.off this accumulated. rage of

. decades  with -a: cancession:

here and -theré. ‘With the -de-

fection of the Fourth Division -

and the Imperial Bodyguard,
he dismissed Prime Minister
AkHly on 28th February and
appointed Endalkatchew in
his place. - -~ .

_The next day 3,000 students

- - . demonstrated all day sgainst:
’ ‘the 'new  appointment. ™A "
Popular Democratic- Govern="

. Yes! - Ministerial -

- Leap-Frogging — Not™ " " "

ment —

.-'j' LTI S

emand
day  of

_ents took to the streets.

~The masses had decided on

a trial of strangth. A mass de-
monstration of 5,000 women

demanding equal rights and -

even a march of petitioning
clergymen showed the depth
of the social crisis.

“Towards the end of

- .March'’, recounts  Ethiopian

socialist: Addis Hiwet, ‘‘there
was a popular uprising by the
townsmen of Jimma: a mamm-
-oth demonstration which em-
braced almost the entire pop-
ulation of the town confronted
the police force, expelied the
governor, and elected, by pop-
ular will, a 34-man committee

that - would - ‘administer - -the -
town in place of the deposed -

provinciat administration’’.
**This committee;:

* malinly of teachars and stud--
ents and merchants, and ac-
.. countable to the people, re-

mained in power for weeks...
Before the end of March peas-
ants in Meki, south of Addis
Ababa, rose against landlords,

. burning :the harvests and - the -
houses of the :latter and ex- -

pelling some of them..."
° :

in Aprit.over 100,000 people -

marched on ‘a demonstration

called by. Ethiopian. Muslims

for religious. equality. In' the

runner of the Dergue; was.set

up. . )

The Committee quickly flex-
ed its muscles, demanding
Endalkatchew’s ,
by Michael Imru, dismantling
some feudal institutions: and
nationalising some monopol-
ies owned by the Imperial
family. Om September 12th

In mid-February 1974 stud- -
- onts,
= that while fhe trlumph of the.
spolit.a defeat for - -
.-for the power’:| mass move-.
ment that had been generated -

" fighting “in’ the
joined:

- the left ;
- Peopie’s Revolutionary Party
{EPRP), a semi-Maoist organ- -

the . Mititary: -

replacement -

posed, soon-to be murdered.
Yet it soon became clear

army revolf spel!
feudalism, it also spelt danger

over the previous year.
Almost

rebeition-that had undermined
the  Ethiopian ~regime and

- brought it to power. {n the :
' ‘aarly. months of 1975 .a- bold
military offensive was launch-
. -ad by the Eritreanliberation .
~forces. The Dergue endéd up.’
" controlling even tess {and than’
before; ~and.-alienatifig. - the -

sympathies of tens of ‘thou-
sands who now stood firmly
on the side of the Eritreans.

coan property was

hese laid the.
apitalist type

ment.© The- El
Tigrean-liberation torces were
they were b
and risings 1 { :
‘Ogaden, in'Bale, in Katfa and

- Apart from these -forces,
the Dergue was odpposed on
by - ‘the : Ethiopian

isation, and on the right by the
Ethiopian Democratic Union,
based on rightist landowners

- and some army:units. - -

The leacers ot the CELU
were arrested. They. have
‘since been released, but the
Mengistu regime has in the
meantime set up a state-con-
trolled trade union federation.

-~ Not long: after -coming into
power, the Dergue created a
‘provigional people’s organis-

.- ing.bureau’, drawing inta high
-office - the leading members

of the All-Ethiopian Socialist

Movement (Me’ ison), which -

a few students and intellect-
uals with a leftist leaning had
get-up in 1968. :

© put witnin'_a -short time
Mengistu’s faction broke with
the Me'ison, refusing. to de-
mocratise the Dergue or to

. build a mass movement bas-

ed on' the Peasants’ Assoc-
jations and . Urban Dwellers’
Associations.
which had ted the-attack on the

EPRP, becamae. the victim.of -

the Dergue’sassaults. -

in Aprit 1977 the Ethioplan- - -
regime cut -its ties: with:ithe: ...
US:and: established firm-links- .. .~
with the Soviet Union. With::. .

this new support, and :the

arms and ‘technicai aid’ it

brought, the Mengistu regime
felt powerful enough to go

onto the offensive against -
-‘Somalia. . .
Within. Ethiopia itself - the

new altiance did not bring_ any

. immediately the"
new regime .began to choke
back the great: mavement of :

Haile Setassie was finally da- - |

capitat's arorgus. -

" The-mass movement, for the -

Dergue, was to be mobilised
for war or for meting our re-
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Jet-up .in. repression. On. May ..
“Day 1977 hundreds of support- -
. “ers of .the EPRP-who.dared to ..
use the occasion to criticise the
" ‘Derguewere murdered. . -
~ Badies - were dumped in
- pites in: the corridors -of -the ere t
Co o ‘behind the EWh

-new whip for their backs.

— a3 .
i e T CE v~ -

‘pression_against critics.. Any-
-other manifestation: was ruth-
‘liessi_ybput'éown. . .

° Without
s who were the driving force

lon of 1974 have succeeded In
Jittle more than fashioning a

Vith “revolutionary
{eadership, the militant mass-

ioplan revelut- -

~With: the utan&;jﬁafofm,; . &

s fook place in the -

in- Begemder "and Simien on
- the Sudanese frontier. -

Now Me'ison, .

* |talian-owned.

THE PRESENT WAR is a waron..
many frants. Within the boundar-
ies of the Ethiopian Empire are
several -nationalitias, some of
which_have a long history of

struggle against the regime in -

Addis Ababa.

Eritrea (in the North) was ceded
to Ethiopia in 1952, after having
been occupied first by ltaly and
then (from-1941 te 1952) by Brit-

" ain. The population are Muslims

and Christians, dnd in the course

~ of the struggle:-they-have acquired .
" adefinite national consciousness.

The Eritrean- Liberation Front
~was set up in.1961. It contained a

_ wide range of political tendencies.

At the end of 1969 its left wing

_split to create the Eritrean

People’s Liberation Front.

After 1972 the EPLF establish-"
ed close relations. with the-EPRP
and the Tigre People’s Liberation
Front. , '

While the ELF is backed by the
Arab states, the EPLF is mainly
self-supporting. ‘ < ‘

Eritrea is more heavily industr- -
jalised. than 'most of Ethiopia, = .
with. most _industry imperialist:
' . Province of Kenya, and prebably.. = = .-

in. Djibouti. The -Ethiopian. state. .

owned.. ... .
- An Ralian-owned- textile works :
in the capital, Asmara, employs
A DD warbAra A nathar fext"e‘

firm employing 2,000 is israeli-
owned, as are the three biggest
meat-packing plants. :
Most other big companies -are
_ he mining in-
dustry is divided between copper

-

 {Japanese-owned) and ‘uhoépnat-/;.

es (US-owned). = .
orking class orgamisation has
existed in Eritrea since 1946, but
suffered setbacks when the Brit-
ish authorities dismantled factor-
ies and sent them to Kenya, Aus-
tralia, Pakistan, and Sudan.

The first trade union- was the -
Eritrean - Warkers’  Syndicate,
formed.in 1952 and bamned the-
following year. The port workers

had an important strike in 1956, . - -
-and two-years: later there -was-a- -~ -

.. ~general strike throughout Eritrea. *

ooao .
The Somali Republic was created
in 1968 by the merger of italian

Somalia and the British Somali-
land Protectorate. :

But, as is normally the case in -

Africa, these imperialist-dictated. .
boundaries did . not correspand
with the-areas where. the peopte.
of the country-lived. Co

- gomalis are the majority of the* = =

population-in the Ogaden province '

of Ethiopia; the Northern-Frontier =~

was at war with inhabitants in the
Ogaden in 1964, and -a national
struggle — for the most part &
rather fow-key one — has contin-
ued since then. _ :

The West Somalia Liberation
Front organises the Somali fight-

~ersinthisarea.. . = o




SN

did not get down to discussion
of concrete rank and file
stressing .
pressure on the powers-that-

-action,

. letierte thenew chairman ot

. Britisk_ -~ Leyland,
- Edwardes; concernlng the re-
- cognition of the black workers’ .
union. MAWU in-British-Ley-* -

-7 ‘WHILE wonxens at Triumph
- --Caaley, Coventry, are ponder-'

AI b k E

rican workers. -

Some. delegat }aﬁa; axp.remd .o end
dissatisfaction w - :
al conference held the week '

.action (March. 13-21) is an

the nation-
before [see WA 91}, which

~instead

be .
Dick- Scroop, secretary .of

» the TASS Leyland Cars com-

mittee, took up this point in

an: excellent address to the :
_conference; -

His. commlttaa had sant

" land's” South. African plants..
The réply was: ‘‘We acknow-
.ledge ‘receipt of your letter. h

- H-has been noted’’..
" TUC and Labour Party. pol-

_icy -calis for economlc sanct- ..
- 'lons - against South Africa.
. But nothlno has . chanqed

“Michast

campaign of: .solidarity to edoc:
ateworkers.in

important .focus, - though-.

can only be part of along term :
that "~

perspsctive. -

Scroop’s - insisténce.

no quarter should- be -given to
British chauvinism ' contrast-
ed with the speech from Peter
Nicholas (also of

Leyland).

the week of action..

decision.

‘made  military vohlclos

Whax ls requlrad m a mass

Britatn, to forge ..
. links: wlth workars m‘ South-

ralsed the
‘plant that

“a ‘mass meeting,:
‘overwhelming support

*u}':a: hl:ylmd eoml?:m com-
‘m ') phdoud support
to blacking.

% Solthull - will black Land
- Rovers-to South Afﬂc. durlng

* A TASS mass mﬁllng at
C|nlly -endorsed the comhlno

- . Bill ‘Donaid {T&G}. from
: Alvis, saild that 17,000. Alvis-

- &t the national conference: 'lf‘,
. there-is any.spare capltal,
© want it
“'between Arm-Aaartheid and.
" the-fight agdinst racism should .
#be'stressed, saitf Schp

in .. Britain’.

in ending, he said that he

had. been worried. whéh first
uastion in his-own-

issues had been debated at
there was

Several other Leyland work-
or: took part in the discussion,

-

- South- Africa can’t move be-

cause parts won’t be sent.

"% The APEX branch at Cov-
- entry Climax [which is part of

Leyiand]-has sent a resofution
‘to’ the unlon calling -on it to

support the rmqnnm of
MAWU. L

- %“Lelcester: Cth:al USDAW

~have' declded to refuse to

handle South African goods.

unksff' '

ed M
- motive. Products - -nd the -car
transport’companles, --

) e members might - <
not respond. But when the

and It was - decided . to -set
“o . up-a sub-committes to monlm ;
- and encourage. selidarity work

in Leyland and in other reial-.

ands: firms, like. Auto-

The conference dacided to
approach the Coventry Trades
Council to set .up a Haison
committee - with  Coventiry

: Antl-’Apartheld to continue the

solidarity campaign. And
there were four proposals
for the week of action.

B The conference called
upen workers in the Midlands

to give full support to .all -
" blacking: action- agaum apart- . .-

heid-.

B It called-on shop stew-

ards’ committees. and . trade

union branches to hold: special.

meetings - to consider  solid-

: arity action.

"MASSEY FERGUSON
Another capitalist
fiop biamed

ing whather to participate In

"BL “boss Michael' Edwardes’
" canibalisation of the Speke no.2
"plant, the Coventry press Is
-using the plight of  the local

Massey FerJuson plant to beef
up an anti-union atmosphere.

Share. dealings in MF- were
- suspended last week after rep-
" orts of $38- million {osses and
-the - announcement that there .
“would:be no March h‘alf-¥eariy

dividend. -The .Financial Times

wryly described ‘'a very rough

tradm% performance for 1977"".
oventry,  which is . the

,centre ot Masseys European

. strike last

the workers. (A spmtedﬁ“we

ear is said to have
“‘crippled the order book’’). But
as with Speke, the big problems
lie elsewhere, and if anything
the lost produ‘ction has eased

“the Company’s crisis.

.Masseys have cut-their output
by 15%. Their 450 suppliers are
on- short time, and workers at

_their Perkins Engines subsid-

jary in Peterborough have atso
been affected.
The -main problems of MF

. have been a sharp downturn in

demand in. ‘North and South

America for
agricultural machinery and con-
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their tractors,

struction equipment. In Brazil,

-for ~instance, the Government

stopped credit facilities to farm- -
ers and Masseys were left

~hoiding 20,000 tractors.

This came just after MF’s

‘ _new product-launches in Europe

where they invested heavily in

- construction.machinery. In-1974

ey had bought the German.
mpany, Hanomag: Ahogether
“in-the:past’

S5 vintematmhalﬂ
operatlons, rumours’ fmaund of -

sackings. ‘As with BL’s Speke
plant, the papers.are blaming .

And.:then the market fell

- ts:cémpetitors are feeling the
pinch-too, -though they hadn’t
stuck their necks out so far. I.H. -

plant in Hamilton Ontario for
-10 weeks. in the summer, and
25% of their workforce wm be
laid off from next month. And
310 workers have been sacked

‘at|H’s Bradford plant.

So far, MF“have announced
no plans for sackings. |f and
when they do, workers must
firmly throw back. the blame
where it belongs, and prepare to
fight like hell.

DAVE SPENCER

LETTERS
~ Another view
on Destmy

: Dear comrades,

Altba«gh the mucmns -of ’Dest-

iny’ that be mahkes are faar awough,

I thought lan Hollingworth’ 'S review
[WA90] failed to stress the good

stdes of the play.

" It showed very clearly the reasons

why different grosups of peoplc are
attracted to. fascist orgamisations

- and what makes them tick, It mot
* omly stated,

and showed, their
Nazism — for the first time on Brit-

ish TV — but also emphasised the -

dtﬂerut strands of thought which
exist amang Jascists. It-s08s a&s‘o a

~ gripping play to.watch.

Overall, a useful contribution m'

- the_ fight against fasm, -despite .

its limistations. .
SIMON TEMPLE, Bmmnglmn

closed their farm machinery

It issued. a peﬂﬁon for

_ workers to ¢irculate in support
of blacking actions.

B .The conference - decided

on mass distribution. of - leaf-
lets ‘calling -for soltdarity with
the fight against apartheid.

DAVE SPENCER -

~ AAM’s teiewsioné.s—-"l'hemﬂe -
the Saracen, and the Gallows®, .

shown on Monday 20th and to be
repeated on Saturday 25th =~ gave
a good picture of AAM, as an octo-
pus-like creature with each arm do-
ing its own thing.

A ‘Methodist said Apanherd was
un-Christian, The UPW’s Tom Jack-

son wanted trade -union right for.. -

South African blacks, and stated
that trade sanctions were an‘issue
for workers here because they may
lead to loss of British jobs — though
he went on to support them.

A Tory MP, and Joshua Nlrrbmo, :

warned Brmsh ‘capitalism’ that its -

. long-term interests aid net hie: with - -
_ Vorster. NUS President Spe Skipmma . “{f
-~ ¢illed on mdents to campaign for
disinvestment -in South Africa by -
. their colleges. -* ° s
. And representatives of - ANC. and. .
 Saweto called for support for ‘the

armed liberation movements.:

The programme, like the- AAM,
. was designed to have something for - .
. everyone. Once again it-blurred the

most urgent message: Whatever -

way the UN votes on sanctions;: if

- -workers refuse to:pack and transpert

the guns and the Land Rovers, the

radar equipment, computers, and - _

Outspan oranges, they won’t move.

How the law
~ ocurbs abortlon

rlghts

bmﬁﬁﬁhy
devete to advertisin
fieisin

‘DOOR gflvon ~over to an organis-
-ation  fighting for

orm Assoclation [ALRA] got
TV time on Monda
late at nighton BBC2.

-The - programme underlined
the basic  arguments for a
-woman’s _right = 1o  choose
whether or not to continue with
a pregnancy.

it showed that making abort-
ion illegal - doesn’t prevent
abortions, ‘it _merely drives

- women to unsafe abortions, .

self-induced or by shady lllegal
operators.

It stressed that equal legal
. rights and employment practic-

es that don't discriminate
against women mean very little
if a-woman can’t control when
and if she is to.have children.
And it concluded: it is the

- woman herself who has to go

thraugh with the pregnancy and

- its consequences; she alone has

the right to decide whether or
not'to continue with it.

ALRA helped to get the 1967
Abortion Act. onto the statute
books. In this programme they
showed how this law ‘has been
abused by doctors - prejudiced
against women.

This was shown up dramatic-
ally by the way practice varies in
different - areas.
Newcastle 96% of all abortions
are  done. on  the National
Health,
ham area only 6% of abortions
“are on the NHS. This variation
is due in large part to the attit-
ude of the consultant gynaecol-
ogists in the area.

Many-women have to face un-
necessary delay, bureaucratic
procedures, rudeness and host-

~ilem orallsmq from thedoctors.

As - gynaecologist - Peter
Huntlngford pointed out; it is
the presentiawcapd the way it is
operated which-causes. these

and pub-,
thelr sctivities, it was - |
. -gomething of a relief to see the . !
TV access programme. OPEN -

abortion .
“rights. The Abortion Law Ref-

13th, albeit

Whereas in .

in the south Birming- -

problems. The ° maijority . -of
women seeking abortions do so
very sarly in pregnancy, when it
can be quick, safe, and involve

the minimum of lnconvemence o

and stress.

So ALRA is now putting for-
ward another Bill to remove the
ambiguities in the présent-Act

and lay-down the clear right of a

woman- to choose. to have an
abortion, irrespective of -what.

“the doctors and social workers

may think; and it would be the

“duty of the NHS to provide for o

this.
They are also campaigning for
out-patient  abortion  clinics

- throughout the country, o
What the programme did, not

cover was the need for hass.

campaigning to enforce such re- -

forms and to block attgmpts to
restrict abortion rights ‘any
-further, as the. James White and
Willlam Benyon Bilis triedto

They failed narrowly,
though the White Bill in_fact
generated an‘increased restrict-
iveness .in abertion. practices,
and the campaigns around these

‘Bills organised. and galvanised

the anti-abortion doctors. This

very- week. another such Bill -l

due:to make-its Gabut ‘yet again

: '1hreatan_ing women 's “meagre

rig ts

~ -~ GERRY-BYRNE
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" THE YOUNG

. to be as many-as 5,000

National - Front
held their first national rally in

. Birmingham last Saturday.

They needed a curfew in_the
streets round the - hall, 2000
police |plus reserves rumoured
many and a
surveillance helicopter, to allow
them to go.ahead. Even so'they
must have heard what the anti-
Jfascist demonstrators thought of
them. BT

Several thousand trade union-

. ists and socialists, together with

black groups and -even Christ-
ians against Racism, assembled
half a mile away in the Bull
Rimg. The organisers thought it
would be impossible to break
through the police lines and get
at the fascists. They therefore

-decided to march round - the

the sealed-off ‘

perimeter.

" In the event,
‘area was miuch smaller than ex-
pected; The majority of the

“marchers — including, surpris-
ingly, the official Labour Party
Young Socialists contingent. —

broke away from the official de- .

monstration and keaded for the
civic ‘hall. The rest were left
‘marching round the Middle
Ring Road. .. AR

The Civic Hall was surround-
ed by a huge force of police. The
frustrations of a section of the
crowd; mainly young West Ind-

' GEC STOREKEEPERS

"MANTAN ST-N

LAST WEEK’s mass mesting of
330 storekeepers from GEC’s four
Coventry plants overwhelmingly
rejected a new company pay offer,
sit-in, '
- The storekeepers are aiming for
a - substantial -increase: in their
- £49.87 weekly wage. - -

and -agreed to maintain their -

--.Some months- ago, convenors
and senior stewdrds from GEC
Coventry sent a letter.to MPs and
other notables concerning the
very low wages paid at GE
entry compared to the District
.average. At the same time they
pointed- out the very high profits

-

e bl

'+, goes beyond 12 weeks'’.

. “ THE SIX week old strike at

‘Ford :Halewood is over.- A
maes meeting of the press
shop workers on Sunday 19th
‘'voted to accept the company’s
_new ofler. -

Management. .had backed
issue. .

down on the central
of the dispute, agreeing to the
existinng hourly rotation of
{obh in the press shop. Prev-

ously they were insisting that

In_tuture grus ‘shop workers
change jobs only once every
four hours. :

‘“In return”’, according to
the press, management have
got  ‘‘signed commitments

" by the employess on quality

and production fevels’’.
" Body shop. convenor Erlc
_Cooper sald: ‘‘The stewards
do-not think that we_can ex-
iract any ‘more. We have the.
basis of =& reasonable
settlement’’. -
The strike was the longest

In Halewood’s 15-year history,

and = lost - management an

. sptimated . -25,000. Escorts,
- worth- 260 million. The work-

¢ force, has, however, success-
- fully -defended- an agreement

“ which ‘shares out the heavy
.work in the press shop and
-makes it -less boring and

- tiring.

 BirdsEye

THERE IS no future for Kirk-
by In our plans. it the dlspusto
0
sald Kenneth ‘Webb;  chair-
man of Birds Eye, in an article

" in the Liverpool Daily Post.

He was  referring to the

“strike_by 110 AUEW engin.
. - eors at .the Birds Eye p
in Kirkby, Merseyside, which-

ant

%

e After

1s now in its 13th week.

The strike, In support of a
pay claim, has led to the whole
workforce at the plant being
laid off. There are 1200
production workers, -mostly
in the T&GWU. '

- Beside the threat of closure, '

there have been threats ot 450
redundancies before August

which are aiso the fault of the .

strikers, according to the

. company.

The unions at the plant have
seen through this. Just before
setting off on a protest march
against the planned redund-
ancles, union spokesmen Joe

Carberry sald: ‘‘We have had .

a series of comments. from
them that the . factory -will
close after six, eight and len
weeks of the strike. It ‘is all
- a management ploy. We stili
fésl that they created the
- whole: dispute so they could
make the job cuts’’. L

ter 1lalks between the
unions and-management broke
down,
unilon representative announc-
.ed plans for a- mass. picket of
the Kirkby ‘plant and pickets
. of “other Birds Eye plants in
_Hull, Yarmouth, and Lowes-
toft, to try to gain support.

~ Thespyin
the cab

THE COMMON. ‘Market Com-
mission have given ‘Britain ‘two
_months. to start the compulsory
fitting. of tachographs in lorries
-used for domestic-journeys. They
have been.compuisory for- inter-

national jou-rrw_ys since 1973. But

“this decision Will meet with wide-
spread resistancetrom drivers.

The tachograph is a device fit-

ted behind the lorry's speedomet-
er which measures speed and dis-

Cov-.

made by GEC,,particularly from

‘ians, boiled over, and they start-
ed stoning the _police,  who
quickly brought out their riot
shields. They drove off a sect-
ion of the demonstrators, and
sporadic fighting continued in
the surrounding streets.

building packed with cops.
Luckily they failed; but they did
disrupt attempt to- ma the

- demonstrators-off in-a body to
disperse away from the police .

) linesy ‘ -

.. Aftera good deal of marching .

‘Meanwhile some: - Maoists 44 to and fro between Digbeth and

were trying to incite the few
hundred remaining demonstrat-
ors to attack a three-deep
police - cordon, protecting a

Government contracts.

The letter: said - that 10% of
nothing is nothing, and 10% of
GEC wages doesn’t amount to

- much more than that. o .

The . storekeepers are partic-
ularly incensed. as the nature of
their job has changed because of
new equipment  introduced Dby.
GEC. Also, because of an-anomaly -~
in. wage ‘negotiations, storekeep-
ersin the model shop at the Stoke
(Coventry) plant doing exactly
the same job get £2 more.

At the moment, the store-
keepers “have ‘successfully . block-
aded the stores at all four-Covent-
ry plants. 1000 workers have been
laid off so far. Some of them have -
joined . the storekeepers, . and

* the

ity Centre, 'an - orderly
dispersal was finally achieved
around Spm. : '

20 people were arrested and

~ occupied the personnel and com-
‘puter departments at the main -

Stoke plants. .

The response of the company.
has been to use the Govern-
ment’s blacklist as a threat,
-claiming that.if they break the
10%. limit they will lose . Post
Office contracts. They offer to
take the case to -a -mediator,
probably ACAS.

Because the storekeepers re: ™
fused this, tié company have now.

applied for a court order to move

" the-300 workers and their-support-

ers ‘off the premises. Clearly

the scene is set for a major battle. -

-Meanwhile 500. ASTMS. mem-

*_bers at GEC. Statford have voted

to strike from mid-March.- -

Aston Villa: and Birmingham
City fans who joined the crowd .-

we were very lucky thai 't was -~

not more. -

""But the balance sheet is not

all negative. We established our
right to picket fascist meet-

.ings, the YNF must have heard

what we thought of them, and
the City

outside the Civic ‘Hall when
their matches were cancelled,
and joined in the anti-fascist
slogans ip-bétween shouting for
their Fespective teams. :

.Small ads are free for labour move-
ment events. Paid ads. (including-,
ads for publications) 8p per word,’

£5 per column inch — payment in .

advance. Send copy ta Evests, 49
Carnac St, Londen SE27, to arrive
by Friday for inclusion in the fatlow-

ing week’s paper. =

WEDNESDAY 22 - FEBRUARY.

_Trespass law

- POWER WORKERS' = pay

© .-talks wiil- resume _on 2nd

‘March. “And even despite

the power engineers -accept- .

" ing the employers’ offer on
industrial -

17th - February,
action i8 not ruled out.

The 'unofficial shop -stew-

ards’ committee - which led
_ the work to rule last autumn
met in Doncaster on the 18th,
and promised full support for
any action cailed by the union
leadership. .
- Four ~unions . representing
80,000 power workers are de-
manding 10% - rise plus an
increase in productivity pay-

) ments -to. raise -them to 211

per-week. This would give a
wage. rate -roughly equal - to

surface: workers in the coal

mines. :
On 15th .February. the un-

ions rejected an offer which -

fell far short of this demand.
10% rise was offered, pius an
offer on productivity which
according to union:- leaders

~was worth only 60p: a rise

from £3 to £3.60. : .
Leaders of the 29,500 power
engineers had previously been

holding back from making a -

settlement until they saw what
the power-workers. could get.

‘But on the 17th they accepted:
10% rise plus 2% -increase

in productivity pay.

" Middlesex Poly Students Un

on 6th February, a._

your work. ) .

tance against time, and records It
on a paper disc. it can be used to
provide a complete check on the
vehicle’s. movement- once . its

starting place apd destinations are:

known. RN
1t will destroy one of the few
advantages that drivers enjoy —
relative freedom from supervis:
ion. At present, provided the work
ets down,. most-driver v
o0 organise the job in the way that

-suits them best.- That will all

change. It will be-like_having a
foreman constantly looking~avg
your . shoulder,

- Some peopte — outside the in-
dustry. — have argued that it will
help drivers as it will stop em-
ployers forcing them. to work. ex-
cessive “hours .ang- brpak “speed’
limits- to -keep - to “schedule. But

the way to beat this problem, and

it'is a real-ong, is through. strong

trade union organisation, not by

. putting spies in the cab. )
There have - been -sporadic .
strikes--against” the' tachograph -

_already, and-they are ‘likely to
escalate if ithe government tries to
impose the EEC ruling. :
Alan Law, T&GWU road trans-
port organiser in the West-Mid-

.-iands, has said that.his members

will refuse to drive any vehicle

ro
taking: notes-of T~

. Chemical
The workers agreed -to- return .to.

fitted. -with a tachograph. This
policy “should: be endersed by

mass meetings at every transport
depot in the country. .

“Strike to get
- steward -
-~ recognised
FOR_SOME five months sow, Nipa
Laboratories Ltd, Svuth Wales, have
withheld - recognition of a GMWU.

shop steward. .
: official reason given has been

i

e e

steward is too militant for manage-

ment’s taste.

-~ After trying all the official pro-’
- cedures, on 15th February the work-

-ers_went on unofficial strike. The

dispute is also about back pay and

- differences in wage rises awarded
- last Augpst. :

The G

shising another .meeting between
“management, -the unien, -and "the
Industries Association,

work when a definite date for the
meeting was fixed — the 20th — but

- . with the warning that they * will _be

out again. if the steward were not

_ recognised! "

* Committee for

WU branch officials.tried-
to get the workers to go back, pro-.

Picket the court where Alan Beddoe
is being tried under the Criminal
Trespass Law: 1pm at 176a Lavend-
er Hill, Londen SW11. Alaw Beddoé

person arrested under thé Ci
art 2 of the Criminal
Law Act, 1977} After Battersea
Squatters’ Association bad decided
to oppose the eviction from a bouse

THURSDAY ~ 23 FEBR

ish Society and Troops Out-Seciety
present Pirate Jeany Theatre group

play, “Mad Micks and. English-
men’’. 8pm, Old Réfectory; Middie-
sex  Poly, . Queensway, Enfield.
Admission 50p, C e

SATURDAY 25 FEBRUARY. Pirate

Jenny performs ‘‘Mad’ Micks’ and "

Englishmen", 7.30pm &t the 9id

Theatre; LSE, Houghton St,> Ald- ik

wych. Adm. £1; all proceeds. to- the
International Tribunal on Britaii’s
Presence in Ireland, =

- WEDNESDAY 1.MARCH. Public
meeting . to mark the second angéi

“versary of the British Governm
attempt to abolish political status’]
Irish prisoners. Speakers include

representative of the Belfast Relat-

ives’ Action Committee and .Fr.
Denis Faul, Chairman: Tom Litter-
ick MP. 7.15pm, Committee Room
10, House of Commons. "~ -~ - . .

" on December 9th, 1977, was the first

performing - Eamonn . McCann’s -

FRIDAY 3 MARCH. Broadside"

Mobile “Workers - Theawe give & .

benefit performance of ‘Divide and
Rule Britannia’ for. the Garmers
Steak House Strikers. 7.30pm.at the
TGWU district hall, 203-209 ‘North
Gower St, near Euston."Adm. 50p.

. Other comtributions to the Garmers
. strike fund

; d can be sent to Garsers
Steak ~ House Strike Fund, ¢/o
TGWU, room 84; 12-13 Henrietta St,
Londos WC2.*

SATURDAY 4 MARCH _ Fund ais-

“"iag social to pay off debis of the #aik
" ang tle paper ‘Building -Worker’

that the Si€ in 4 different bar- and enable us to pri

it A L print the next one.

52‘:;”3‘5“3":0’:“;‘:‘! :e:"ael:;‘l:is?f;rﬂl::“%*“- o g‘p‘ﬁ"ﬁ!‘ 316- St Alz:bons“sndé London
real reason is ‘probably that’ the ; Admis_sio‘;bseo.p. ‘.19?“_ am, L ".“f’f“_’“"_f

SATURDAY 4 MARCH. Liaison
the Defence of
Trade Usions conference. 1lam to
3pm, Beaver Hall, Garlick Hill, Lon-

. don EC4. Credentials for trade un-

ion delegates 75p from J.Hiles, 137
Wanstead Park Rd, Ilford, Essex.

. WEDNESDAY 8 MARCH. Workers’
" Power public meeting, ‘Marxism -

and the Trade .Unions’.- Speakers.
Ron Haycock and Stuart King. 8pm
lal" tge Roebuck, Tottenham Court
oad. g -

THURSDAY 16 MARCH, ‘All
London Teachers ' against Racism

- and Fascism’ raily. 5.45pm ‘a¢ Cen- -
tral Hall, Westminster. Adm. 50p.




